1. Introduction. Rudin [7] and Carleson [4] Therefore from Theorem 1 the Rudin-Carleson theorem follows. By a general F. and M. Riesz theorem we mean a theorem to the effect that for certain closed subspaces B of certain C(X) there exists a non-negative measure po on X with respect to which all measures in BL are absolutely continuous. From Theorem 1 it follows that to each such general F. and M. Riesz theorem corresponds a general Rudin-Carleson theorem, which states that if 5 is a closed subset of X with po(S) =0 then every continuous function on S is the restriction to S of some function in B.
There are various general F. and M. Riesz theorems which exist in the literature. We mention three of these.
(1) Bochner [3] and Helson and Lowdenslager [5] have proved an F. and M. Riesz theorem for X = LXL, where B is the subspace of LXL generated by all functions zmwn with (m, n) belonging to a sector of lattice points of opening greater than r. Here p0 is Lebesgue measure on LXL.
(2) Bishop [l; 2] has proved a general F. and M. Riesz theorem for the boundary X of a compact set C in the complex plane whose complement is connected. Here B consists of all continuous functions on X which have extensions to C analytic on C-X.
(3) Wermer [9] and Royden [6] (see also Rudin [8] ) have proved a general F. and M. Riesz theorem for X the boundary of a finite Riemann surface 7?. Here B again is the set of continuous functions on X which can be extended to be analytic on 7? and continuous on XU7?.
2. Proof of Theorem 1. We first prove a lemma from which the proof of Theorem 1 will be trivial. Since <p(g)EVT for all g in U, it follows that \ß(g)\ <1 for all g in 
